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Our guest contributor argues that
there's a way for the business
community to make a real dent in
homelessness, without hurting their
bottom line.

Another Voice

Opinion: Landlords can reduce
homelessness by accepting HUD
tenant vouchers
Nov 17, 2022, 1:47pm PST

There is a strong business case for the
business community to work together
to make a dent in homelessness,
rather than just complain about it. If
real estate property managers,
landlords and investors agreed to rent
their properties to a HUD-funded
tenant, we could make a real dent in
reducing the number of unhoused
people.

According to the Sacramento
Housing and Redevelopment Agency,
there are well over 1,400 people living
on the street that have a voucher for a
tenant-based rent subsidy in hand but can’t find a unit to rent.

If the real estate community took decisive action and agreed to
accept these vouchers for their units, imagine the impact this
would have on the homeless community. This is not a philanthropic
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ask, this is a win-win for all of us ⏤ landlords, service providers, the
community at large and people experiencing homelessness.

The impact of homelessness on the business community cannot be
overstated. As a provider of mental health, addiction and
permanent supportive housing services in the Sacramento region
for over 40 years, we tend to focus on the plight of the people we
serve but we are not unsympathetic to the issues faced by the
community at large.

It has been apparent to the community of service providers for
several years that the housing supply has been a direct contributor
to the rise in homelessness. Throwing in a worldwide pandemic did
not help matters as those who were already rent-burdened and
struggling lost jobs and found themselves, for the first time in their
lives, living in their cars or in government-funded motel rooms.

In order to make this process go as smoothly as possible, the real
estate community should use one of the nonprofit service
providers in Sacramento County that distributes Housing and
Urban Development Department vouchers. For example, during the
last 30 years, Hope Cooperative (formerly known as TLCS) has
managed nearly 200 HUD-funded rental assistance vouchers as
well as another 50-plus SHRA Shelter Plus Care vouchers. There are
several nonprofits like Hope Cooperative that are willing to work
with landlords. For all of these years we have enjoyed a good
relationship with a number of landlords.

When I talk to property owners that don’t rent to voucher holders, I
learn that they have some misconceptions that, working together,
we can overcome.

Did you know, for example, that HUD has significantly raised the
rent limit that we can pay? The 2023 Fair Market Rent for a one-
bedroom apartment is now $1,400 per month. That is a very
competitive rate for most of Sacramento County.

Did you also know that a person with a voucher is obligated to pay
30% of their income toward rent? That gives the tenant skin in the
game.

When that tenant is also connected to a service provider, the
landlord has someone to call for help when things don’t go as well
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as we’d like. Service providers can help avoid costly and time-
consuming evictions. We can support with deposits and many of us
even provide “Ready to Rent” classes for our clients in order to help
ensure that they are good tenants. We visit our clients on site to
provide life skills support and work with clients to ensure that they
understand how to enjoy a good relationship with their landlord
and neighbors.

This is a way that the business community can participate without
sacrificing their bottom line. Consider doing business with the
provider community and be part of the solution.

Erin Johansen is CEO of Hope Cooperative, a provider of behavioral
health and supportive housing services for people with mental
health challenges in Sacramento and Yolo counties.
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